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PILLARS OF GLASS

A COMMUNITY OF FAR-FLUNG BUT CLOSE-KNIT ARTISTS

IS LEADING A GLASS RENAISSANCE IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST.
BY RICHARD SPEER

Tacoma draws its pilgrims

idoe of Glass, a co,orfu]_ dl"t I nu_d
oVErp spanning 500 feet, l'nl-'mgthp
M us
the bridge and the museu
opened to the public in July 2002 and
have become regional

based Provenance Ho: )
tony doors with a gala l bration on

LaMonte Cobi Cockburn, and Steve Klein, along
with the ubiquitous Chihuly—the Murana's pel
manent collection was handpicked by curator
Tessa Papas, whose aim was to create “a cohe-
sive, balanced, truly international collection, with
all threads leading back, directly or indirectly, to
the island of Murano.” Papas says she was
"particularly excited by the work of younger
artists who aren’t awed by the ‘beauty’ aspect
of glass, but instead use it as just another med:-
um to express their ideas.”



